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Citizen’s Advisory Commission on Civil Defense 
Minutes of June 14, 2018 

 
1. The meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. with quorum. 
 

Present:  Chair Eugene Soquena, Vice Chair Jerry Dolak, Commissioners Richard 
Peterson, Glenna Wong and Joe Miller. 

 
DEM Guests: Mel Kaku, Hiro Toiya, and Karen Epenesa. 

 
2. Vice Chair Dolak moved to approve the minutes of April 12, 2018; Commissioner 

Wong 
3. Commissioner Peterson moved to approve the corrected minutes of October 11, 

2017; Commissioner Wong seconded and the minutes received unanimous 
approval. 

 
4. Deputy Director Hirokazu Toiya gave a brief update on the Public Assistance (PA) 

and Individual Assistance (IA) Federal assistance with regards to the April 13, 2018 
Flash Flood.  PA is provided to the government to restore infrastructure and must be 
>$10M in damage to the City’s infrastructure.  We are working with State and FEMA 
to capture costs.  IA is provided to homeowners and residents.  The initial request 
was denied for Federal assistance.  The State submitted an appeal letter on 6/13/18. 

 
5. Deputy Director Hirokazu Toiya updated the Commission on the City and County of 

Honolulu’s (CCHNL) Incident Management Team (IMT) assistance that was 
provided to the County of Kauai to help organize response.  Nine people were sent 
for up to 3 weeks.  CCHNL also provided assistance to the Big Island in response to 
the lava flow. 

 
6. Director Melvin Kaku gave a brief update on the 2018 Hurricane Outlook. 

 
7. Deputy Hirokzau Toiya updated the Commission on Makani Pahili 2018.  State of 

Hawaii Emergency Management Agency did not participate due to the lava flow on 
the Big Island.  Based on the exercise, Director Melvin Kaku stated that he believe 
we (Oahu) are prepared for pre-landfall, but we fall short on after landfall recovery.  
Future training will be focusing on post-landfall training and recovery roles and 
responsibilities. 

  
8. Meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. 


